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title-pages; we study and understand some speculations in philosophy, and dispute about more. There is a fine fund of knowledge floating about in the atmosphere, and in minds which have anything like a chemical affinity for it it lodges; other minds it poisons, and makes them pedantic and proud. I am plodding on very leisurely and very stupidly trying to know a little of everything, and a great deal about Theology and Metaphysics, and eke a bird's-eye view of History; taking care, you may be sure, to solace the interval with sundry vanities in the form of .                    poetry, books, and novels. I went, moreover, last
!                   night, to what they call here a select Cambridge party
at Miss------Js, where I talked to the ladies and ate
jellies; " in sic creature comforts," you know, I delight.    After all, such concerns are about as inter-~                  esting to me as the " crackling of thorns ; "  but we
i                   cannot always have substantial hickory, nor yet mount-
F                  ain oak, and when the thorns blaze merrily I would
I                  not refuse to enjoy the brightness, and especially I
\                   would not throw myself upon the tiny fire, like a
j                   great green log, to quench the flame which can burn
bat a little hour at best. So I laughed with the gay and sported with the trifling till almost eleven o'clock, and came home and turned myself to a dry discussion on the value of Intellectual Philosophy with a clear mind and light heart. So much for my dissipation.
You asked me to say something about the article in the " Disciple.''    For myself, I freely confess that